The Manchester and Salford Provident Dispensaries are doing good work. The increase in the number of members during the past year has been 1,400 ; there are now 19,000 subscribing members ; there are nine dispensaries in association, of which only two are not self-supporting, and the total income for the past year has been over ?4,000. There was one remarkable feature in the report, and that was that the percentage of applicants for medical relief at the hospitals which were found on investigation to be ineligible, and which in 1875 was no less than 42 per cent., was last year reduced to the singularly small figure of 6 per cent. Gratuitous medical treatment is therefore not given to the unworthy of Manchester on nearly such a large scale as in London. for each other. The more they co-operated the more advantageous would their institution become. It was a movement which tended to make Englishmen independent and thrifty, and enable them to protect themselves and their own. Every young man ought to be a member of a dispensary, and thus protect himself from those sudden influences which tended to bring pauperism on those who never intended to be paupers.
Some sudden event reduced them from a condition of comfort to one of indigence, and after a short struggle they were compelled to go into the workhouse, and many there were in the workhouse at the present time whose presence there was owing to their having neglected to observe these precautions in their youth. 
